
Year 1 Writing Overview 

 

 

Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

1-2 week(s) 2 weeks 2 Weeks 2 Weeks 3 weeks  3 weeks 

Stimulus: Funny Bones 
Genre: Narrative 
 
SPAG: 

● What is a sentence? 

(someone or 

something being or 

doing) 

● Building oral sentences 

 
HOT: oral storytelling 
 
Purpose (e.g. for an 
audience): To entertain  

Stimulus: Three Billy Goats 
Gruff (Powerpoint) 
Genre: Narrative 
Hook: Puppet theatre and 
puppets in class   
 
SPAG:  

● Beginning to 

punctuate sentences 

● Capital letters for 

Proper Nouns  

● Using exclamation 

marks 

 
HOT: Innovate the story  
Purpose: To entertain  
 
 
 

Stimulus: The Train Ride by 
June Crebbin 
Genre: Poetry 
Hook: Using music in poetry  
 
SPAG:  

• Joining words and 
phrases using ‘and’ 

• Using question marks  

• Turning words into 

plurals using ‘s’ and 

‘es’ 

HOT: Poem with repeating 
phrases 
Purpose: To entertain 
 

Stimulus: Geography unit- 
What is the weather like in the 
UK? 
Genre: Fact File (different 
weather types) 
SPAG:  

● Capital letters for 

Proper Nouns  

● Joining words and 

clauses using ‘and’ 

HOT: Fact File 
Purpose: To inform 
 

Stimulus: Lost and Found 
(journey story) 
Genre: Narrative  
SPAG:  

● Capital letters for 

Proper Nouns  

● Adding suffixes to 

verbs   

● Putting sentences 

together to form small 

narratives 

 
HOT: retell a story AND invent 
a story 
Purpose:  To entertain 
 
 
 

Stimulus: Dolphin boy  
Genre: Story (alternative  
Hook:  Puppets to retell the 
story 
 
SPAG:  

● Putting sentences 

together to form small 

narratives 

● Adding suffixes to 

verbs   

● Using the prefix ‘un’ to 

change the meaning of 

verbs and adjectives 

 

 
HOT: Alternative ending story 
Purpose:  create a class book 
 
 
 

3 weeks 2 weeks 2 Weeks 1 week 2 weeks 3 weeks 

Stimulus: The Enormous 
Turnip (Powerpoint) 
Genre: Narrative 
 
SPAG: 

● Say a sentence 

● Use phonics to write 

words/ captions 

● Use finger spaces 

between words 

 

 
HOT: Sentences about the 
story 
Purpose: To entertain 
 
 
 
 

 
Stimulus: What do you see 
when you look at a tree? 
Genre: SIMPLE recount (based 
on real experience) 
Hook: Walk to park to look at 
trees linked to seasons 
SPAG: 

● Combining words to 

make sentences  

● Joining words and 

clauses using ‘and’ 

● Turning words into 

plurals using ‘s’ and 

‘es’ 

 
HOT: Simple recount 
Purpose: To inform 
 

Stimulus: That rabbit belongs 
to Emily Brown 
Genre: report (missing person 
poster) 
 
SPAG:  

● Joining words and 
phrases using ‘and’ 

● Exclamation marks 

● Using capital letters 

for proper nouns  

 

HOT: Missing person poster  
Purpose: To inform 
 

Stimulus: Weather poems for 
all seasons (teacher to choose 
from book) (Powerpoint) 
Genre: Performance poetry 
 
SPAG: 

● Use voice to show 

expression 

● Using the ‘right’ voice  

Hot: ORAL poem 
Purpose (e.g. for an 
audience): To entertain- 
Film or present to another 
class 
 

Stimulus: History unit- How 
have explorers changed the 
world? 
Genre: simple recount 
(biography) 
Hook:  Who was Christopher 
Columbus? 
 
SPAG:  

● Adding suffixes to 

verbs   

● using and to join 

clauses 

● Using capital letters 

for proper nouns 

 
 
HOT: simple recount 
(biography) 
Purpose:  To inform 
 

Stimulus: Science unit- 
Animals including humans 
Genre: report  
Hook:  Trip to Yorkshire 
Wildlife Park 
 
SPAG:  

● using and to join 

clauses 

● Using capital letters 

for proper nouns 

 

 
HOT: simple report (different 
animals e.g what they eat, 
where they live etc) AND 
different between herbivores, 
carnivores etc 
Purpose:  To inform  
 
 
 2 weeks  2 weeks 

 2 weeks  
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Stimulus: DT Unit- 
Constructing a windmill 
Genre: simple recount based 
on real experience) 
Hook: Making a windmill in DT 
 
SPAG: 

● Adding suffixes to 

verbs   

● Joining words and 

clauses using ‘and’ 

● Capital letters for I  

Hot: recount 
Purpose (e.g. for an 
audience): To inform  
 

Stimulus: Catch it- Literacy 
shed video 
Genre: Narrative  
SPAG:  

● Putting sentences 

together to form small 

narratives 

● Adding suffixes to 

verbs   

● Using the prefix ‘un’ to 

change the meaning of 

verbs and adjectives 

 
HOT: To retell a story 
Purpose:  To entertain 

 

Stimulus: What do you see 
when you look at a tree? (link 
back to Aut 1) 
Genre: SIMPLE recount based 
on real experience) 
Hook: Walk to park to look at 
trees linked to seasons 
SPAG: 

● Adding suffixes to 

verbs   

● Joining words and 

clauses using ‘and’ 

HOT: Simple recount 
Purpose: To inform 
 
 
 
 

2 weeks 2 weeks  
 

 
Stimulus: My family, your 
family 
Genre: Simple report 
Hook:  Interview 
parents/grandparents 
 
SPAG: 

● Using a question mark 

● Capital letters for 

Proper Nouns  

● Capital letters for I   

 
HOT: simple report  
Purpose: To inform  
 
 
 

Stimulus: Christmas craft fair 
based on real experience 
Genre: Instructions 
Hook: making Christmas crafts 
for xmas fair 
SPAG: 

● Combining words to 

make sentences  

● Joining words and 

clauses using ‘and’ 

Hot: Simple instructions 

Purpose: To instruct 
  

 

 


