
Reception Writing Overview 

 

 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer  2 

Skills  *Say a sentence orally 
*Use phonics to write the 
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Genre  
List 
*Model use of words in 
environment  
*Show and read lists 
*Model writing a simple list 
One item under each other 
Use bullet points or numbers 
 

 
 

Card 
*Model use of words in 
environment  
*Show and read cards 
*Model writing a simple card 
To… 
From… 
 
 
Letter 
*Model use of words in 
environment  
*Show and read letters 
*Model writing a simple letter 
Dear… 
Love… 
 

Instructions 
*Follow orally 
*Sequence for a known task 
*Model writing simple 
instructions  
*Use time words – first, then, 
next, last (Use T4W actions) 
*Model use of words in 
environment  
 

Story (T4W) 
*Read and discuss 
*Retell 
*Innovate (change 
character/setting) 
*Model story language (orally 
and written) 
*Model Capital letters, finger 
space and full stops 
Teaching focus is finger spaces 
and full stops 
*Model use of words in 
environment  
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Recount 
*past tense 
*sentence structure / order 

Story (T4W) 
*Read and discuss 
*Retell 
*Innovate (change 
character/setting) 
*Model story language (orally 
and written) 
*Model Capital letters, finger 
space and full stops 
Teaching focus is finger spaces 
and full stops 
*Model use of words in 
environment  
 

Hook/Purpose *Children’s birthdays 
*Write card to give out for each 
birthday over the year 
*Shopping list for home corner 
 

*Christmas cards to each other 
* letter to Santa 
*List to Santa 

*Receive a letter 
 

 *trip to farm  *childrens holiday experiences 
/ travelling suitcase 

 


